Bridge Buff
A Publication of Unit 116 WNY of the ACBL - Erie & Niagara Counties, New York
Website: www.unit116.com

Board Members
& Officers
President:
Sue Neubecker
876-2630
suebobneu@roadrunner.com
Vice-President:
Liz Clark
652-0256
lizclark9@gmail.com
Secretary:
Howard Foster
633-2617
hfoster@.buffalo.edu

Judie Bailey, Editor
Phone: 636-6148 ~ Email: baj_42@msn.com

Unit 116
Winter Sectional
sanction # 1501048

January 23, 24, 25 - 2015
Main-Transit Fire Hall
6777 Main St. Williamsville, NY (Buffalo) 14221

Treasurer:
Tova Reinhorn
632-2056
tova.reinhorn@gmail.com

Friday 1/23
10:30 am
2:30 pm*

Chip Kean
695-2610
chipkean@aol.com

Single session stratified A/B/C pairs
Single session stratified A/B/C pairs

*Note New Time for PM Session
(Lunch will be available for purchase
HELP US OUT – PRE-ORDER!
– see order form on page 8)

Dian Petrov
688-1226
dpetrov@roadrunner.com
Larry Soong
688-1326
tsoong@.buffalo.edu

Sunday 1/25

Paul Zittel
992-4794
plzittel@roadrunner.com

10:30 am
Stratum "A" - 2000+

2015 Spring issue

Single session stratified A/B/C pairs
Single session stratified A/B/C pairs

Saturday 1/24
10:30 am
2:30 pm*

Elaine Kurasiewicz
695-0828
ekurasiewicz@roadrunner.com

Information for Apr/May/June

Winter Quarter 2015

-

Swiss Teams

Stratified A/B/C (with short break)

Stratum "B" - 500 to 2000

Stratum "C" - 0 to 500

Pairs and teams stratified by average masterpoints
ENTRY FEE per player per session = $10.00 members/$13.00 non or unpaid members.

Deadline: March 25th
Info from Clubs (limited to ¼ page)
Inclusion or editing will be at the
editor’s discretion

TOURNAMENT INFORMATION:
Chair: Sue Neubecker
716-876-2630
suebobneu@roadrunner.com
Co-chair: Betty Metz
716-773-7398
bettymetz@roadrunner.com
Partnerships: Faith Perry 716-681-5251
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UNIT 116 Western New York
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
January 23-25 - Winter Sectional - MTFH
Sunday, February 22 – Pro-Am Pairs – 1 pm
Airport Bridge Club – Cayuga near Genesee St
Monday, March 16th – Green IMPs Pairs
7:15pm – Bridge Club Meridian

April 17-19 Spring Sectional – MTFH
Monday, May 18th – Barometer Pairs
7:15pm – Bridge Club Meridian

Bridge Buff Distribution
The Buff is being distributed electronically to @455
players.
If you have an e-mail address but don’t
receive anything from the Unit, please send an email to
the editor at baj_42@msn.com and add this email
address to your address book so it isn’t perceived as
“Junk” by your server.
For the latest information and detailed game results
directly from your club, check the web sites of clubs in
Western New York at www.unit116.com. Results of
Unit games and Sectionals are on our website also.

Sept 18-20 - Fall Sectional – MTFH

There is also a link on our website to the News column;
or go to www.news.com website first, then add the
date you want to the search prompt, i.e.: "duplicate
bridge Sept 1"

Annual Meeting ~ Sunday, December 6th
Rescue Fire Hall, N. Tonawanda

Life Passages:

District 5 Regional: October 15-18, 2015

Patricia Yagle

Tom Donnelly

Carl McMurtry

NEW DIRECTORY/CONTACT INFO

Welcome New Members
Luch Butsch
Barbara Scott
Ruth Nawotniak
Joan Nigrelli
Katherine Quinn
Dilip Samant
and returning member John Ricotta

DAVE DONALDSON….bridgesofar@gmail.com

CONGRATULATIONS INDEED!

New Masterpoint Rankings
SILVER LIFE Master: Martin Pieterse
NABC Master: Jo Nasoff-Finton

BARB AND MARTIN PIETERSE ARE NEW US CITIZENS.

REGIONAL Master:
Heather Beckman
Henry Beckman
Joe Benenati
Sharon Wilcox

CLUB RUN UNIT RATED GAMES

SECTIONAL Master: Joyce Frayer
JUNIOR Master:
Sandra Laub
Ruth Nawotniak
Dilip Samant
Phyllis Stasiowski

2/5 – AIRPORT BRIDGE CLUB – THURSDAY MORNING
2/9 – BRIDGE CLUB MERIDIAN -–MONDAY MORNING
2/11 – BRIDGE CENTER OF BUFFALO–WEDNESDAY MORNING
3/2 – BRIDGE CLUB MERIDIAN –MONDAY MORNING
3/4 – BRIDGE CENTER OF BUFFALO–WEDNESDAY EVENING
3/12 – AIRPORT BRIDGE CLUB–THURSDAY MORNING
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE…
Hell-o to all!
This is being written just before the Christmas and New
Year holidays. But the best thing for me is the winter
equinox that means longer days even if only by minutes
to start. That thought brings joy to my heart.
And it is joy that we try to bring to our bridge playing
acquaintances and friends. To this end the Unit works to
schedule as many interesting and varied events as
possible. All we ask is that you come and enjoy.
The Board has two brand new members, Chip Kean and
Elaine Kurasiewicz and two returning members, Tova
Reinhorn and Paul Zittel. These are hard-working people
from whom we can expect great ideas.
Our previous and super competent president, Betty
Metz, has agreed to be a Tournament Advisor. Betty
will aid all and any event chairmen in knowing all steps
required for a successful Unit event. This will make the
chairmen’s job much less arduous.
We are all looking forward to a productive Bridge year
in 2015.
Sincerely, Sue Neubecker
2015 President

Committee Appointments for 2015:
Bridge BUFF editor: Judie Bailey
Fifth Column: Dian Petrov
Unit Tournament Coordinator
(including sites/sanctions): Dian Petrov
Sunshine: Tova Reinhorn
Electronic contact: Judie Bailey
Game Supplies and Bridgemates: Chip Kean
Dealing cards for Unit games: Larry Soong
Refreshment Supplies: Paul Zittel
Publicity: Liz Clark
Membership: Elaine Kurasiewicz
By-Laws: Liz Clark
Conduct and Ethics: Howard Foster
Unit Recorder: Paul Zittel
Education: Elaine Kurasiewicz
Elections: Liz Clark
Intermediate-Newcomer: Elaine Kurasiewicz
Volunteer of Year: Elaine Kurasiewicz

PLAY NICE!!
The Opening DAILY BULLETIN at the Syracuse Regional
contained some “ideas to engender courtesy and pleasant play
at the table.” As space allows, these will be reprinted in the
Buff. They were and are in no particular
• Duplicate sessions these days use bidding boxes. Bidding
boxes have been introduced in the game to reduce the
possibility of information being communicated between
partners by voice intonation or other mannerisms such as eye
contact or the way a bid is written on a bidding slip. They help
keep the auction in review for all players and they are of
assistance to players with hearing difficulties.
• When using a bidding box try to decide what your bid is
going to be before reaching for or touching cards in the
bidding box. An extreme example of this impropriety is when
you say touch a 2 ◊card and then pull out a pass card.
• When using the bidding box the correct protocol is for the
bids to be left on the table until the opening lead is made. This
is to ensure the defenders are able to review the auction and to
ask any questions prior to the start of play. The bids may then
be returned to the box.
• Do not ask what a bid means unless you intend to bid.
Asking for an explanation without bidding could in certain
circumstances be construed as passing unauthorized
information to one‘s partner. If one doesn’t intend to bid,
questions of the opponents, should be made after the auction
has concluded. We do not ask questions for the benefit of
partner. This actually contravenes the proprieties of the game.
• Always use the ‘Stop” card whenever you skip the bidding.
Contrary to what many players think the use of the stop card is
a courtesy to your opponents. Since LHO is required to pause
for 10 seconds or so, no information is conveyed to RHO
about her partner’s hand.
• Avoid hesitations by being consistent and deliberate in your
bidding. A hesitation followed by a pass places an extra
burden on partner to justify continuing with the bidding as this
may have communicated information to one’s partner.
• If you have a difficult decision you have a right to think but
partner cannot take advantage of the knowledge that you had a
problem. So if your partner takes time to bid, bids out of
tempo and then passes, you should pass too unless that action
would be totally illogical considering your hand.
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Eight is Enough Team Game Results
November 9, 2014

13 teams

#1 – Team RYAN: Mike R, Ten-Pao Lee, Howard & Laurie Foster
#2 – Team CHUCK:
C Schorr, John Ziemer, Gaurang Sheth, Rich Cramer-Benjamin
#3 – Team KAPROVE: Judy & Bob K, Mike & Ruthie Kozower
#4/5 – Team BOYD: Flo B, Faith Perry, Paula Salamone, Alan Greer
Team WELTE: John & Martha W, Ron Henrikson, Cleveland Fleming
#6 – Team KEN: K Meier, John Kirsits with Martin & Barbara Pieterse
#7 – Team ZITTEL: Linda & Paul Z, Barb Libby, Nancy Wolstonccroft

Unit 116 Holiday Party
MPs A B C

-

24 Tables

Names

Score

4.82 1

Charles Schorr - John Ziemer

70.02%

3.62 2

Sharon Benz - Judith Marshall

63.77%

2.71 3

Kathy Pollock - Bert Feasley

63.32%

3.14 4 1 1 Linda Zittel - Paul Zittel

62.23%

2.36 5 2

Davis Heussler - David Colligan

60.96%

1.77 6 3

Carolyn Siracuse - Joyce Kindt

60.78%

1.32

4

Fran Kurtz - Patricia Burns

58.70%

1.10

5

Martin Pieterse - Barbara Pieterse

55.07%

0.79

6

Jeffrey Bender - Paula Salamone

54.53%
52.36%

1.17

2 Martha Welte - John Welte

0.88

3 Linda Burroughsford - Peter Patterson 51.27%

0.66

4 Howard Foster - Laurie Foster

50.18%

0.49

5 Jasbeer Makhija - Violet Makhija

48.55%

SAVE THE DATE:
th

April 17th – 19
Unit 116 WNY Spring Sectional – Main-Transit Fire Hall

EXCERPTS FROM THE
ANNUAL MEETING
Dec. 6, 2014
Attending: 94 Unit members
Treasurer’s Annual Report was
read and accepted. Balance as
of 12/1/2013 was read. A
suggestion was made to put
Treasurer’s reports and Unit
event reports on web site.
Election Chair, Liz Clark
announced results of Board
elections; new members are:
Chip Kean, Tova Reinhorn and
Paul Zittel. Elected to fill the
two year remaining years of Jim
Tao’s position is Elaine
Kurasiewicz.
The motion to change the Unit’s
name on the By-Laws from
ACBL Western New York Unit
116 to Unit 116 Western New
York of the ACBL was
accepted. The reason was to
make all accounts and tax
filings consistent.

PLANNING AHEAD???
2016 TOURNAMENTS
January 22-24 Winter Sectional
MTFH
April 8-10 Spring Sectional
MTFH
September 16-18 Fall Sectional
MTFH
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Western New York Unit 116

The
PRO-AM
IS
COMING…

“Green IMPs”
Open Pairs Game
scored at IMPs
stratified by average masterpoints of the pair

Sunday

1pm

Airport BC
Contacts:
Liz Clark
Howard Foster

652-0256
633-2617

lizclark9@gmail.com
hfoster@.buffalo.edu

Sanction #L502116A

At Bridge Club Meridian
15 Koenig Circle, Tonawanda NY 14150

Monday, March 15, 2015
7:15 pm
Entry fees: $8 members, $9 nonmembers
Green refreshments - Friendly
atmosphere
For more information and partners please contact
Dian Petrov at 688-1226// dpetrov@roadrunner.com
Chip Kean at 695-2610//chipkean@aol.com
Sanction #L503116A

♠♥♦♣
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Member Feature – Liz Schulman
Lucky are those that have played bridge with her
By Gene Warner | News Staff Reporter on December 2, 2014 - 8:39 PM, updated December 2, 2014 at 9:37 PM
As Liz Schulman nears the end of her life, she’s thinking about the tiniest and most vulnerable members of our society, the
premature babies in neonatal intensive care at Women & Children’s Hospital. Schulman, a lifelong Buffalo resident, is under hospice
care just outside Chicago, but she wants to use her remaining days to push her most passionate cause – finding volunteers to help rock,
hold and love these smallest of humans, at all hours of the day and night.
For the last year, Schulman has worked as a “rocker” in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at Women & Children’s, moving to
the top of the volunteers’ list when she offered to work the least desirable shift, from 4 to 8 p.m. on weekends. They now call it the
“Schulman Shift” at the hospital. “The babies need to feel secure. They need to be touched and held and loved,”
Schulman wrote in a letter she sent to her family and close friends. While describing the compassionate care provided in that
unit, she noted that the children aren’t needy just on weekdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. “They need to be cuddled and loved 24 hours.”
So Schulman, whose late husband, Dr. Theodore Schulman, was a local obstetrician, has set up a fund, along with her children and
their partners, to provide stipends for volunteers willing to work that unpopular weekend evening shift. The Ted and Liz NICU Rocker
Fund has been set up through the Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies. In a phone interview Tuesday, Schulman described the
“amazing feeling” she gets while holding, soothing and rocking a premature baby.
“One night I was looking into a baby’s eyes,” she said. “He was crying and crying and crying. I just held him and rocked
him. I talked to him, and I sang to him. He just looked up at me. He didn’t smile. He didn’t cry. I just knew he was thanking me, and
he was happy.”
Schulman, who was diagnosed with stage-IV metastatic cancer in July, was visiting one of her four children in the Chicago
area over Thanksgiving when she suffered a setback and had to go into hospice care there. “I have always wondered how I would feel
if I was diagnosed and had to face a terminal illness,” Schulman wrote in her letter. “I usually think I know myself fairly well, but this
time my reaction surprised even me. I didn’t cry. I didn’t deny. I wasn’t even really surprised.”
For years, she has known that she wouldn’t seek treatment against any advanced, late-stage cancer, although she did survive a
battle with breast cancer four years ago. So when she got the tough news in July, she opted to live her life as aggressively as she could,
continuing her volunteer work and eventually hatching the plan for the NICU Rocker Fund.
“I wanted to do something significant,” she said. “It was very important to choose something that I could leave as a legacy, both for
me and my husband.” All four of her children – Erica Danford, Lauren, Jeffrey and Roger – gave their immediate approval to the
fund idea.
“I think it’s amazing that she wanted to do this,” Roger Schulman said. “Even before the diagnosis, her work with these
babies has brought incredible meaning to her life. She feels like she’s provided such support for them.” The four Schulman children
always looked forward to the calls they invariably would get from their mother starting at 8:15 p.m. Saturdays, at the end of her
volunteer shift, recounting in detail all the wonderful moments she had in comforting these infants.
Martha Hickey, manager of hospital relations, remembers her initial interview last winter, when Schulman asked about the
toughest volunteer shift to fill. She was told it was Saturday night – every Saturday. “That’s perfect,” Schulman replied. “That will be
my date night, my date night with the babies.”
The greatest testament to Schulman’s volunteer work may have come after her recent diagnosis. First, she was given a
surprise party by the staff two weeks ago. “And our neonatal nurses have offered to give her personal home nursing care when she
needs it,” Hickey said. “Talk about full circle.”
At 75, the former Liz Maisel knows about the frailty of human life, having lost her husband unexpectedly at age 64 in 1997
and living through the premature deaths of her sister and other close friends. “Now it was going to be my turn,” she wrote. “It was
blatantly clear that all life has finality. All life has a beginning and an end. My very next thought was about the wonderful premature
infants I work with who are beginning life, and this brought a smile to my face.”
And that’s when she chose to dedicate many of her remaining efforts to those infants. Besides providing stipends for anyone
willing to work either of the weekend evening shifts for at least a year, the fund also will be used to replace all the rocking chairs in
the NICU Unit. Anyone interested in donating can write a check to the Ted and Liz Schulman NICU Rocker Fund, c/o The
Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies, 2640 North Forest Road, Getzville, NY 14068.
“As I leave this world, they will enter the world,” she said of the newborns. “I want them to have some of the opportunities I
have had.”
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Annual Report 2014
12/1/2013 through 11/29/2014
Beginning Balance $10,301.85
INCOME
ACBL Membership Reimbursement
Cash Deposit
Donation
Fees Player Members
Food Sales
Gift Received
Phone Directory Income
Refund
Reimbursement
Site Deposit refund
TOTAL INCOME
EXPENSES
ACBL Duplicated Hand
ACBL Table Fee
Card Dealing
Computer Rental
Director Fees
Equipment
Free Plays
Gifts Given
Insurance
Other Insurance
TOTAL Insurance
Meals & Entertainment
Misc.
Postage, PO Box
Printing, Copies, Flyers
Printing, Hand Records
Prizes
Refreshments
Site Deposit
Site Rental
Stipend
Bridge Buff
Caddies
Table Delivery
Website
TOTAL Stipend
Student Discount
Supplies
Tax
Other Tax
TOTAL Tax
Tax 2013
Tips
Website
TOTAL EXPENSES

blizzard

1,690.17
-0.03
1.90
25,670.93
727.54
560.00
8.00
-235.00
21.77
800.00
29,245.28

64.00
1,601.20
305.00
15.00
5,462.81
4,059.55
1,000.79
30.00
417.00
417.00
196.56
37.44
116.46
435.97
28.28
83.58
3,999.97
1,200.00
3,677.95
1,050.00
827.00
1,050.00
1,500.00
4,427.00
10.00
821.64

hockey
POLAR VORTEX

100.00
100.00
25.00
10.10
190.09
28,315.39

Ending Balance $11,231.74
OVERALL TOTAL

929.89
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by Joe Miranda

Unit 116 Winter Sectional Lunch Order
Help us out – PRE-ORDER
Pre-Order in person with- Betty, Sue N. Elaine K. or (bettymetz@roadrunner.com or 773-7398)* or buy each morning from Betty

Name _______________________________________________
Friday – Jan. 23
Choice
Two large pieces of cheese pizza (vegetarian)
Chef Salad (vegetarian) – lettuce, tomato, black olives, chick peas,
mozzarella and croutons
Grilled Chicken Salad – chef salad with grilled chicken
Saturday – Jan. 24
Choice
Turkey Wrap – with lettuce, tomato and cheese
Chef Salad (vegetarian) – lettuce tomato, black olives, chick peas,
mozzarella and croutons
Taco Salad – lettuce, tomato, black olives, jalapeno peppers, taco beef,
cheddar cheese
Sunday – Jan. 25
Choice Note: $6.00 if bought Sunday AM
6” Turkey/Cheese Sub
6” Ham/Cheese Sub
6” Tuna Sub
6” Cheese Sub (vegetarian)

Qty

Price
x $6.00 =
x $6.00 =

Total

x $6.00 =

Qty

Price
x $6.00 =
x $6.00 =

Total

x $6.00 =

Qty

Price
x $5.00 =
x $5.00 =
x $5.00 =
x $5.00 =

Total

Grand Total = ________
*You can make reservations by phone or email, but make sure to get a claim ticket directly from Betty when you pay.
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